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Traffic Light
From Working Inside the Black Box by Paul Black, Christine Harrison, Clare Lee, Bethan Marshall and Dylan Wiliam

One simple and effective idea is for students to use “traffic light” icons, labeling their work green, yellow or red according to whether they think they have good, partial, or little understanding of the concept at hand.  These labels serve as a simple means of communication of pupils’ self-assessments.  Students may then be asked to justify their judgments in a peer group, so linking peer- and self- assessment.  This linkage can help in the development of the skills and the detachment needed for effective self-assessment.

Another approach is to ask students first to “traffic-light” a piece of (their own) work, and then to indicate by hands-up whether they put green, yellow or red; the teacher can then pair up the greens and ambers to deal with the problems between them, while the red students can be helped as a group to deal with their deeper problems.
