


Concept Maps:

Concept mapping is a complex procedure that takes time and practice to learn.  Before students build concept maps, the teacher may choose to make several maps and use them with students as advanced organizers to introduce a lesson, an activity, or as a review.  Next, the teacher guides the entire class to build concept maps that organize information about something that is familiar such as pets, pizza, video games, soda drinks, shoes, jewelry, snacks, or songs.  After becoming familiar with the structure of a concept map, students should begin making their own.

Building a Concept Map

The steps for building a concept map are as follows:
Step 1:
Select an item for mapping.  This may be a short section of a textbook, directions or results from a laboratory activity, a vocabulary list, or a list of words produced by brainstorming.  A single, general concept such as water, sound, force, or magnetism is the starting point.

Step 2:
Identify the major concepts (objects, events) branch from the general concept. (Each of the concepts can be copied onto a separate small card for easy rearrangement.)

Step 3:  
List or rank the concepts from the most inclusive (most general) to the least inclusive (most specific.)  For example:  









Step 4:
Arrange the most general concept at the top of the map.  Link it to the concepts that are less inclusive.  Circle all concepts.  (Concepts written on cards can be used in place of circled concepts.)  Connect the concepts with arrows showing the direction in which the map is read.  Label the arrows with linking words that explain how each pair of concepts is related.  These words should bring the concepts together to form a propositional linkage.  Overall, the map is read from top to bottom, and it moves from general to specific.


Step 5:
Try to branch out as concepts are added by adding additional concepts to the existing terms.

Step 6:
Make cross-links between two concepts.  Label all cross-links with words that explain how the concepts are related.  Represent the cross-links with broken lines or a different color. An arrow can be used to show the direction of the relationship.
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Partially completed example
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